Summary of H.R. 1527, as amended
Rural Veterans Access to Care Act
Title:  To amend title 38, United States Code, to direct the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to conduct a pilot program to permit certain highly rural veterans enrolled in the health system of the Department of Veterans Affairs to receive covered health services through providers other than those of the Department.

Mr. Moran of Kansas introduced H.R. 1527 on March 14, 2007.

H.R. 1527, as amended, would:

1. Require the Secretary to conduct a pilot program in four Veteran Integrated Services Networks (1, 15, 18 and 19) that would allow a highly rural veteran who is enrolled in the system of patient enrollment of the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to elect to receive covered health services through a non-VA health care provider. 

2. Define a "highly rural veteran" as one who: 

a. resides more than 60 miles from the nearest VA facility providing primary care services, more than 120 miles from a VA facility providing acute hospital care, or more than 240 miles from a VA facility providing tertiary care (depending on which services the veteran needs); or, 

b. otherwise experiences such hardships or other difficulties in travel to the nearest appropriate VA facility that such travel is not in the best interest of the veteran.

Effective Date:  Date of enactment
Cost:  
CBO estimates that the bill would cost $1.6 billion over the 2009-2013 period, assuming appropriation of the necessary amounts.

Legislative History:

Apr. 26, 2007:
Legislative hearing held by the Subcommittee on Health.
Jul. 10, 2008:
Ordered reported, as amended, to the Full Committee by the Subcommittee on Health.  
Jul. 16, 2008:

Ordered reported by the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.  

Aug. 1, 2009:
Reported, as amended, H. Rept. 110-817.
Sept. 10, 2008:
Passed the House by the Yeas and Nays: 417-0 (Roll No. 578)

