Summary of H.R. 674

Repeal the Law Requiring Termination of the Advisory

Committee on Minority Veterans

Title:  To amend title 38, United States Code, to repeal the provision of law requiring termination of the Advisory Committee on Minority Veterans as of December 31, 2009.
Mr. Gutierrez introduced H.R. 674 on January 24, 2007.
H.R. 674 would:

Eliminate the provision of 38 U.S.C.A. § 544(e) that requires the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Advisory Committee on Minority Veterans to cease to exist on December 31, 2009.  

FINDINGS
1. The Advisory Committee on Minority Veterans (ACMV) was established by Public Law 103-446, section 510 on November 2, 1994.
2. The ACMV supports and informs the VA Center for Minority Veterans (CMV).
3. Minority veterans comprise over 14% of the current veteran population and that figure is predicted to increase in the next census.
4. The ACMV specifically focuses on the issues and challenges facing Pacific Islanders, Asian, Black, Hispanic/Latino and Native American veterans in accessing VA health care and benefits.
5. The ACMV provides Congress and the VA Center for Minority Veterans with an Annual Report that is a culmination of site visits and town hall meetings that documents disparities and offers recommendations to improve benefits and services to minority veterans.
6. The ACMV has required several Congressional extensions since its inception in 1994. 
Effective Date:  Date of enactment
Cost:
CBO estimates that implementing H.R. 674 would result in discretionary outlays of about $1 million over the 2010-2013 period, assuming availability of appropriated funds.  Enacting H.R. 674 would not affect direct spending or revenues.

Legislative History:

Jul. 31, 2007:
Legislative hearing held by the Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs.

Jul. 16, 2008:

Ordered reported by the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.  
Jul. 24, 2008:
Reported, as amended, H. Rept. 110-772.
Jul. 31, 2008:
Passed the House by voice vote.
