Summary of H.R. 6445, as amended
The Veterans Health Care Policy Enhancement Act of 2008
Title:  To amend title 38, United States Code, to prohibit the Secretary of Veterans Affairs from collecting certain copayments from veterans who are catastrophically disabled, and for other purposes.

Mr. Cazayoux introduced on July 9, 2008.

H.R. 6445, as amended, would:

1. Prohibit the collection of copayments from veterans who are catastrophically disabled (Category Group 4) for hospital or nursing home care.

· Effective date – shall apply with respect to hospital care or nursing home care provided after the date of the enactment of this Act.
2. Expand the authority of the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to provide counseling for family members of veterans receiving non-service connected treatment.

· Repeals the specification that in order for family members of non-service connected veterans to be eligible for counseling services, the counseling must be essential to permit the discharge of the veteran from the hospital.
3. Direct the VA to develop and implement a comprehensive policy on the management of pain experienced by veterans enrolled for health care services provided by the Department of Veterans Affairs.
· Requires the policy to cover: 

1. The department wide management of acute and chronic pain experienced by veterans.  

2. The standard of care for pain management to be used throughout the Department. 

3. The consistent application of pain assessments to be used throughout the Department. 

4. The assurance of prompt and appropriate pain care treatment and management by the Department, system-wide, when medically necessary. 

5. The Department’s program of research related to acute and chronic pain suffered by veterans, including pain attributable to central and peripheral nervous system damage characteristic of injuries incurred in modern warfare. 

6. The Department’s program of pain care education and training for health care personnel of the Department.

7. The Department’s program of patient education for veterans suffering from acute or chronic pain and their families.

· Directs the VA to revise the policy on a periodic basis in accordance with experience and evolving best practice guidelines.

· Directs the VA to develop and revise the policy in consultation with veterans’ service organizations and organizations with expertise in the assessment, diagnosis, treatment, and management of pain.

· Directs the VA to submit a report on the implementation of the policy to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House not later than 180 days after the date of the completion and initial implementation of the policy and on October 1 of every fiscal year thereafter through fiscal year 2018.
4. Direct, not later than 5 years after the date of enactment of this act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to establish not more than seven consolidated patient accounting centers for conducting industry-modeled regionalized billing and collection activities.

· The centers shall carry out the following functions:
1. Reengineer and integrate all revenue cycle business processes.

2. Standardize and coordinate all activities related to the revenue cycle for all healthcare services furnished to veterans for non-service connected medical conditions.

3. Apply commercial-industry standards for measures of access, timeliness, and performance metrics with respect to revenue enhancement.
5. Simplify and update the national standard to encourage testing of the Human Immunodeficiency Virus.

· Amends Section 124 of the Veterans' Benefits and Services Act of 1988.

· Removes the requirement for written informed consent for HIV testing among veterans thereby reducing existing barriers to the early diagnosis of HIV infection.

Effective Date:  Date of enactment

Cost:
CBO estimates that implementing H.R. 6445 would cost $995 million over the 2009-2013 period, assuming appropriation of the estimated amounts.  Enacting the bill would not affect direct spending or revenues.

Legislative History:

Jul. 10, 2008:
Ordered reported to the Full Committee by the Subcommittee on Health.  
Jul. 16, 2008:

Ordered reported, as amended, by the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.  (Includes H.R. 6114, H.R. 6122, H.R. 6366, H.R. 6439)
Jul. 29, 2008:
Reported, as amended, H. Rept. 110-786.
Jul. 30, 2008:
Passed the House by the Yeas and Nays: 421-0 (Roll No. 541)

