Summary of H.R. 4255, as amended
United States Olympic Committee Paralympics Program Act of 2008

Title:  To amend title 38, United States Code, to authorize the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to provide assistance to the Paralympic Program of the United States Olympic Committee, and for other purposes.

Mr. Filner introduced H.R. 4255 on December 4, 2007.

Amendment in the Nature of a Substitute to H.R. 4255 would: 
1. Authorize the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to make a grant to the United States Olympic Committee to provide and develop activities for service members and veterans with physical disabilities.  
2. Require the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to provide oversight and provide a monthly allowance for a veteran invited to compete for the Paralympic Team.  
3. Direct the Under Secretary for Health to make available recreational therapists, pay all appropriate expenses of VHA personnel, and finally, employees would not be required to use personal leave to support in the events. 
Effective Date:  Date of enactment except for the deadline for the Memorandum of Understanding which is effective not later than 180 days after the date of enactment of this Act.
  
Cost:  
CBO estimates that implementing H.R. 4255 would cost $10 million in 2009 and $50 million over the 2009-2013 period, assuming appropriation of the authorized amounts.  Enacting the bill would have no effect on direct spending or revenues.

Legislative History:

Jun. 26, 2008:
Ordered reported, as amended, to the Full Committee by the Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity. 
Jul. 16, 2008:

Ordered reported, as amended, by the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.  (Includes provisions of H.R. 1370)  
Jul. 24, 2008:
Reported, as amended, H. Rept. 110-774.
Jul. 31, 2008:
Passed the House, as amended, by voice vote.
