H.R. 5684, as amended
Veterans Education Improvement Act of 2008
Title:  To amend title 38, United States Code, to make certain improvements in the basic educational assistance program administered by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, and for other purposes.

Ms. Herseth Sandlin of South Dakota introduced H.R. 5684 on April 2, 2008
H.R. 5684, as amended, would:
1. Increases the amount of basic educational assistance for individuals whose obligated period of active duty is three years to $1,450.  
2. Increase the amount of basic educational assistance for individuals whose obligated period of active duty is two years to $1,250.  
3. Allows, under such assistance, for the pursuit of: 
· education benefits to also include business courses, seminars and continuing education courses; 
· apprenticeship or other on-job training; 
· education benefits will also include preparatory courses for licensing or certification test; 
· use of educational assistant for the payment of student loans; and,

· increase in amount of reporting fee payable to educational institutions that enroll veterans receiving educational assistance to $21.  

4. Requires such educational assistance to be used within 15 years of the individual's discharge or release from active duty.  
5. Makes certain spouses of individuals with service-connected total disabilities permanent in nature to be afforded education assistance during a 20-year period beginning on the date the disability was determined and the person remains the spouse of the disabled person throughout the period.  
6. Consideration of additional contributions and payments in calculating entitlement change for certain programs of education.
7. Expand program eligibility for accelerated payments for educational assistance through the VA to include commercial driver’s license training programs.

8. Increase basic education benefits paid to members of the Selected Reserve to 47 percent.
Legislative History:

Apr. 16, 2008:
Legislative hearing held by the Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity.

Apr. 23, 2008:
Ordered reported to the Full Committee, as amended, by the Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity.  

Apr. 30, 2008:
Ordered reported, as amended, by the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.  

