H.R. 5554, as amended
Justin Bailey Veterans Substance Use Disorders Prevention 
and Treatment Act of 2008

Title:  To amend title 38, United States Code, to expand and improve health care services available to veterans from the Department of Veterans Affairs for substance use disorders, and for other purposes.

Mr. Michaud of Maine introduced H.R. 5554 on March 6, 2008

H.R. 5554, as amended, would:
1. Require that all VA medical centers provide ready access to a full continuum of care for substance use disorders.
2. Define “full continuum of care” with respect to substance use disorders to mean:
· Screening for substance use disorder in all settings, including primary care settings;
· Detoxification and stabilization services;
· Intensive outpatient counseling services;
· Residential substance use disorder treatment in the care of veterans with severe recurring substance abuse or substance dependence;
· Pharmacological treatment to reduce cravings, and opioid  substitution therapy;
· Coordination with groups providing peer to peer counseling;
· Short term early interventions for substance use disorders
· Marital and family counseling
3. Require the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to provide outreach to OEF/OIF veterans regarding treatment services for substance use disorders.
4. Require that money made available for care is allocated so that a full continuum of care is made available to veterans, regardless of where they live.

5. Require that the Secretary a detailed report on the substance use treatment services furnished by the Department in the last fiscal year.

6. Require that the report required above be reviewed by the Committee on Care of Severely and Chronically Mentally Ill Veterans.

7. Require that the Secretary carry out a 2-year pilot program to test the feasibility and advisability of providing assessment, education and treatment via the internet to veterans with substance use disorders. 

8. Appropriate in the amount of $1,500,000 is authorized for each year of this program.

9. Requires the Secretary to submit a report on the pilot program no later than 6 months after completion of the program.

10. Require VA to report on their residential mental health care facilities of the VHA.

11. Include a tribute to Justin Bailey, an OIF veteran who died in a domiciliary facility of VA’s while receiving care for PTSD and a substance use disorder.

12. Change the name of the bill to the, “Justin Bailey Veterans Substance Use Disorders Prevention and Treatment Act of 2008”;

13. Address the concern that the bill would provide for residential substance use disorder treatment only “in the case of veterans with severe recurring substance abuse or substance dependence” by striking that from the bill.

14. Change the enactment date of the pilot program to October 1, 2009; changes the fiscal years for the authorization of appropriations for the pilot program from 2009 and 2010 to 2010 and 2011 to coincide with the enactment date.  

Effective Date:  Section 3, subsection (a) is effective on or after October 1, 2009; all other sections of the bill will be effective on the date of enactment
Cost:  CBO estimates that implementing the bill would cost $360 million over the 2009-3013 period, assuming appropriation of the specified and estimated amounts.  Enacting the bill would not affect direct spending or revenues.
Legislative History:

Apr. 15, 2008:
Legislative hearing held by the Subcommittee on Health.

Apr. 23, 2008:
Ordered reported to the Full Committee, as amended, by the Subcommittee on Health.  
Apr. 30, 2008:
Ordered reported, as amended, by the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.  

May 15, 2008:
Reported, as amended, H. Rept. 110-639

May 20, 2008:
Passed the House under suspension by voice vote.
